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t seems every industry feels obliged to develop its own vernacular. Interior designers are no exception. To help you communicate better with your personal design consultant, here are a few of my favourite, and not-so-favourite, designer-babble terms and expressions:





Antique – anything made before you were born.


Ambient lighting – low wattage.


Clean lines – empty.


Courageous colour choices – gaudy.


Custom designed – pretty much the same as everyone else’s but more expensive.


Designer accessories – very costly vases and pillows.


Different – a popular adjective used to describe something hideous without offending its owner.


Distressed furniture - made to look worn out already and you pay extra for it.


Eclectic – design by accumulation.


Faux finishing – using old rags to paint your walls if you don’t have a brush handy.


Focal point – something positioned in a room to distract you from everything else.


Galley kitchen – a narrow hallway lined with appliances.


Home makeover – the process of taking the house you live in and allowing a complete stranger to turn it into someone else’s.


Microfibre – recycled pop bottles made into upholstery fabric.


Modular – you can expect to swear a lot while assembling it with the Allen key provided.


Natural cleaning products – a very costly way to buy vinegar, lemon juice and bicarbonate of soda.


Natural materials – grown, chopped or dug up.


Neutralize – a term used when removing all character from a room.


Older appliances – replacement parts are no longer available.


Open plan – lacking walls.


Organic bedding – edible in a pinch.


Quaint – painfully small.


Understated – boring.


Up market – you probably can’t afford it.


Walk-in shower – as opposed to what … a drive-in shower?


Window treatments – curtains or blinds, not a new form of therapy or computer-troubleshooting software!





Just having a bit of fun – I hope it made you smile!
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