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IF WALLS COULD SPEAK					August 5, 2009





Have you ever wondered what your home says about you? We’ve all found ourselves surreptitiously ‘reading’ other people’s houses when touring prospective properties, or meeting someone for the first time. 


We unconsciously absorb information from the environment to help us decide what we think we know about the occupants. 


Lace curtains and embroidered tablecloths suggest elderly residents; conversely, computers and flat screen TVs imply an entirely different occupant. Occasionally, as with all assumptions, we are completely off track but until—or unless—something occurs to indicate otherwise, we form our mental picture almost instantaneously. 


I am currently living in downtown Vancouver, house-sitting for someone I don’t know. As soon as I ‘met’ my temporary home, I knew it belonged to a neat and efficient person. Everything is in its place without clutter or distraction. 


There are prints and posters on the walls, but no original art—this suggests to me a person who is still establishing herself and in the early stages of creating a home.


Like me, she is a list-maker. My instructions for the month are neatly typed and even colour-coded, indicating a calculated, cautious person unlikely to act on a whim. 


There’s no decadent food in her pantry (I would have found it by now), suggesting she is health conscious and not self-indulgent.


Now, look around your own home. Can you ‘read’ it as if you were seeing it for the first time? What do you think it says about you? Is it conveying the right message? 


If my home could speak, I’d want it to say, “here lives a creative, colourful, person, loved by her family, confident in her choices and not overly constrained by convention.”


While I’m here in Vancouver, a young lady is house-sitting for me in Nelson … I wonder if my message is coming through? 
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