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KEEPING IT CLEAN…KEEPING IT GTEEN			May 13, 2009








If you are a conscientious custodian of your home and garden, the chances are your good behaviour extends beyond the boundaries of your personal property.


People who keep neatly trimmed lawns and hedges are probably not littering the streets and those who maintain immaculate kitchens are unlikely to be hiding gum beneath the seats in public places.


However, there are occasions when the cost of cleanliness and orderliness does not justify the results. Many of these offending activities take place out of doors and, since we are now entering the gardening season, here are a couple of behaviours you may wish to reconsider:


Firstly, there is absolutely no need to stand about in the hot sun watering your sidewalk and squandering gallons and gallons of clean water. Nothing is going to sprout up from the concrete! Furthermore, the rubbish you are trying to eradicate is not really being cleaned up, it is simply being shunted downstream to your next-door-neighbour. 


Secondly, while we all admire the efforts of a gardener who cultivates the perfect, velvety green lawn where weeds never trespass—consider the environmental cost. Is it responsible environmental stewardship to employ an arsenal of herbicides and pesticides just to make your neighbours, and a small patch of front yard, ‘green’ for a few months of the year?


Before embarking upon any outdoor primping, ask yourself the following question:


“Next time it rains, if the runoff from my house and garden were somehow diverted into my pet’s drinking bowl, would Fluffy drink it and become seriously unwell?”


You can still have your attractive front lawn and clean sidewalk. There are many environmentally and animal friendly ways to battle unwanted weeds, including bending over to pluck them out! And don’t forget an old-fashioned broom and dustpan still work wonders on paved surfaces.
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