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A NEW LOOK ON A BUDGET				            January 7, 2009








Our economic future is not looking much brighter as we bid farewell to 2008 and welcome in a new year; we will continue to be cautious. However, that doesn’t preclude refreshing the look and feel of your home.


Since you are probably removing your holiday decorations this week, what better time to shuffle a few things around? Here are a few suggestions to help refurbish a room without emptying your wallet:


Starting with the large items, reconfigure your furniture. Place the sofa against another wall, or change the orientation of an area rug. You can also take furniture out of one room and try it in another.


While you’re packing Christmas ornaments away, avoid over loading and re-cluttering your surfaces. Fewer bits and pieces give a room a cleaner, more spacious feeling.


So far, you haven’t spent a cent!


If you really want something new, replace your soft furnishings – drapery, cushions and throws. This alters the personality of a room without major disruption.


Smaller changes that perk up a room include reframing artwork and family photos. New matting and framing can give pictures a whole new lease on life.


Bring in healthy, new plants and put those that are no longer flourishing out of their misery.


Tidy up books, magazines, DVDs and other loose articles. Create out-of-sight storage by adding an attractive lidded bench or ottoman, or install doors on open cabinets.


Lighting has a huge impact on the atmosphere of a room; too bright and the room feels harsh; too soft and the room is dull. Changing light bulbs, or the position and orientation of lamps makes a significant difference to the appearance and utility of a space.


It may surprise you to realize how easily a room is transformed and revived just by working with what you already have.
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