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Just when you thought it was safe to move your couch from one side of the room to another without hiring a professional, a new branch of the interior design industry has emerged: ‘Redesigners’. 


Redesigners come into your home and, for a not-so-small fee, shuffle a few things about, reconfiguring a room or two while working only with what you already possess.


It’s a great concept, particularly in these economic climes. However, I think it is something most of us—except those with unlimited budgets and very limited imaginations—have managed to do all by ourselves since the beginning of ‘shelter’.


Women, in particular, enjoy moving furniture around—often much to the chagrin of their mates who return home after a day’s work to find their favourite chair is not where they left it that morning!


Many of us relish the challenge of taking something tired and forlorn and giving it a make-over, or turning it into something entirely different. 


For example, take that neglected stone birdbath in the shed—we all have one of those, don’t we—and turn it into an elegant pedestal base for a table; or that moth-eaten chair tucked away downstairs could be reintroduced to the family as a snazzy little footstool. Perhaps Aunt Pearl’s old chest of drawers could be stripped, painted and used for CD & DVD storage.  


Even the simple act of moving a few paintings around will often launch a chain reaction of simple changes and improvements you can make without shopping any further a field than your very own attic and closets. 


However, as a redesigner, if you can’t resist the urge to ‘shop’, try garage sales and charity shops. There are often many ‘diamonds in the rough’ waiting to be unearthed by someone with some spare change and a vision.
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