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If you are building or purchasing a brand new home, choosing a colour scheme is one of many decisions you will make. Faced with a completely blank canvas can be daunting.


Your contractor may need to know right now, today, exactly what colour the guest bedroom is going to be. Compared to the decisions you have already made, choosing paint is one of the least onerous because it is so easy to redo or correct. If you dislike the hardwood flooring that’s already installed, or the placement of a window, the remedies are far more costly and disruptive. So relax, this is only paint!


You will have to select colours well before you live in the home, maybe even before the drywall is up. Keeping in mind that you can change them if they don’t feel right once your belongings have moved in, here are a couple of approaches:


Look at the room as you might an actual painting. There are a background, - walls, ceiling, floors; a middle ground – window coverings, moldings, large furniture; and a foreground - smaller items, art and accessories. Know as many of your middle ground elements as possible (upholstery, drapes, etc.) before choosing the background colours to support them. It’s easier than searching for a couch to match your paint later.


Place one significant item in each empty room. Select something you intend to keep in the room when it is finished and something you love. Position it where it is easily seen every time you walk through your new home. Eventually, the object may lead you to the appropriate colours for the room.


Once the home is furnished and seen in different lights at various times of day, you may discover one or two colours don’t work. No problem, it’s only paint
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