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People often ask how to make basements feel taller, or rooms with vaulted ceilings feel more intimate without drastically altering the structure of a home


A basement ceiling is often lower than a standard nine foot ceiling so paint it a light colour, preferably white, to reflect light and make it feel less cave-like.


In overhead lights, use daylight spectrum fluorescents wherever possible.


Think vertical lines when furnishing. Shelving should be tall and slender, rather than short and fat.


If you have those peculiar little windows tucked up under the ceiling, barely peeking out above outside grade, install floor to ceiling drapery. It gives the impression of a taller space and, when drawn, implies grander windows lurk behind.


At the other end of the spectrum is the large room with vaulted ceiling. It can feel like sitting at the base of an oversized elevator shaft and about as cosy!


One trick is to install horizontal wood trim around the room where the vertical walls of the room begin to angle inward, or at approximately nine feet above the floor. Paint or stain the trim to match other woodwork in the room. Paint the walls one colour but use a tone several shades darker for the lower portion.


Immediately, the room will appear anchored and your eye will tend to stop at the wood trim level instead of gazing up to infinity.


Light the space with wall sconces installed below the trim or use perimeter table and floor lamps. Install a ceiling fan to push the heat down.


By focusing attention on the lower portion of the room, it feels more comfortable and less intimidating.


Like dressing oneself to conceal a tummy, or enhance a waistline, you can dress your home to bring out its best features while minimizing its flaws
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