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If you are in Vancouver in the next few weeks, drop by the Art Gallery to see the ‘Ought Apartment’, a six-storey installation by Vancouver artist, Reece Terris. It tells the story of domestic interiors from the 1950s to now. Each storey, authentically furnished, represents one decade. 


Terris took several years to gather all his props. They are all genuine right down to the fake wood paneling popular in the ‘70s and an assortment of Pyrex casseroles from the ‘60s. It took him several months on site to construct each ‘apartment’ in the central rotunda of the Gallery.


As I climbed from 1950 to the 21st Century, it was like a designer flashback complete with green shag carpets, hi-fi cabinets, portable typewriters and ugly toasters.


I didn’t have to go far before things began to look familiar. On the second tier, 1960, I found the seafoam bath fixtures I still have in my present home. 


The ‘70s was a decade I would have happily skipped--both then and now—but, as I passed by, I couldn’t avoid a sideways glance at a macramé pot hanger and vinyl kitchen banquette.   


When I arrived at 1980, Billy Joel’s Glass Houses LP was playing on the stereo and dusty rose covered the walls and appliances like a Pepto Bismol rash. 


The ‘90s fought back at the velveteens and corduroys of the previous decades introducing chrome, glass and industrial-looking track lighting to our living spaces.


At the top of the stack I arrived at the start of the second millennium which looked remarkably similar to where I began just moments before. 


Terris is trying to draw our attention to trend cycles and the economics of obsolescence that keeps designers and retailers in business. But, even if you aren’t concerned about his message, the trip down memory lane is fun.
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